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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) ^ Claim(s) 10-14 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 28 February 2002 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Prosecution is re-open in this application in view of a new reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9, 16-18, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Millereau et al. (EP0444997) in view of Suman et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,028,537). 

As to claims 9, 16, Millereau et al. disclose a bus manager and method of 
operating a device which is connected to a vehicle communications network, the 
method comprising: detecting, using a bus manager (7), that data communication with 
the device in a switched-off state is necessary (by cutting the supply), and subsequently 
reactivating (re-establish the supply) the switched-off device by the bus manager via a 
frequency pulse (wake-up signals) (See abstract). Though Millereau disclose 
transmitting over a databus, it fails to specifically disclose having a frequency pulse 
transmitted over a power supply line. In a related art, Suman et al. disclose a vehicle 
system that comprises a device using radio frequency (rf) pulse transmitted over a 
power supply line (See col. 57, lines 59-67; col. 58, lines 1-25). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
system of Millereau et al. with that of Suman by having a frequency pulse transmitted 
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over a power supply line in order to establish a better communication network for the 
vehicle. 

As to claims 17-18, Millereau et al. disclose a bus manager and method for 
switching off all functionality but fails to specifically disclose a bit transmission layer of 
the device, except a functionality enabling the device to respond to the frequency pulse. 
In a related art, Suman et al. disclose a paging receiver (device) which is set to receive 
and transmit signal accordingly as a bit transmission layer (See col. 58, lines 27-41). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the system of Millereau et al. with that of Suman by having a bit transmission 
layer of the device, except a functionality enabling the device to respond to the 
frequency pulse in order to establish a better communication network for the vehicle. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Reuter 
(U.S. Patent No. 4,023,075) in view of Millereau et al. (EP0444997) and Suman et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,028,537). 

As to claim 15, Reuter discloses a device comprising an analyzer circuit 
(51) connected to a power supply line (13) as shown in Fig.4, the analyzer circuit 
including a frequency-selective filter and a threshold detector (See abstract; col. 15, 
lines 4-8). Reuter fails to specifically disclose an analyzer circuit connected to a power 
supply line, the analyzer circuit is configured to reactivate the device when a frequency 
pulse transmitted over the power supply line is present. In an analogous art, Millereau et 
al. disclose an analyzer circuit (12) connected to a power supply line, the analyzer 
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circuit is configured to reactivate (re establish) the device when a signal) transmitted 
over the power supply line but fails to specifically disclose that frequency pulse is 
transmitted over the power supply line. In a related art, Suman et al. disclose a paging 
receiver (device) which is set to receive and transmit signal accordingly as a bit 
transmission layer (See col. 58, lines 27-41 ). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the system of Reuter and 
Millereau et al. with that of Suman by having a bit transmission layer of the device, 
except a functionality enabling the device to respond to the frequency pulse in order to 
establish a better communication network for the vehicle. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 

but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 

the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art fails to disclose comparing the frequency pulse with a threshold 

value by an analyzer circuit of the switched-off device', and reactivating the switched-off 

device when a signal power of the frequency pulse exceeds the threshold. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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